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of the neck, with the abstraction of an ounce or two of blood from the same 
part. The diet consisted chiefly of cream and chicken broth. There was a 
constant desire for cold drinks, in which the patient was indulged, carbonic 
acid water being preferred, as it quieted the irritability of the stomach. Opiates, 
moderately given, relieved distress without increasing stupor, but were thought 
to be followed, when their immediate effects went off, by an increase of nausea, 
and were used as little as possible. The loss of blood, though indicated by 
some of the local symptoms, was forbidden by the steadily increasing prostra¬ 
tion, and even the slight local bleeding was not well borne. 

The treatment seemed to have no other effect than a temporary alleviation of 
the distressing symptoms. The disease marched steadily onward. The leth¬ 
argy increased, the skin became quite jaundiced, the abdomen tympanitic, the 
pulse more frequent and feeble, and the bowels obstinately costive. Subsultus 
tendinum came on, but there was no paralysis. The only additional remedies 
employed were the oil of turpentine, and aromatic ammoniated alcohol. Towards 
the end of the complaint the sight and hearing were greatly impaired-, and for 
twenty-four hours before death seem to have been altogether lost. In the 
midst of the lethargy there were evidences of considerable physical uneasiness, 
but this entirely disappeared during the last three or four hours, and life was 
gradually extinguished without convulsions, or other distressing symptoms. 

Death occurred on the 18th of March. 

Notes of an examination of the body of Dr. Joseph Parrish, March 19, 1840, 
thirty-two hours after death. Present Drs. Otto, Wood, Ashmead, Pennock, 
Gerhard, Ivirkbride, Barton, and West. 

Jaundiced tint of skin—Emaciation of face very decided,—no infiltration. 

Head. —Scalp unusually dry and bloodless; the yellowness extending to the 
pericranium: adhesion of dura mater to cranium unusually strong; veins of upper 
part of brain nearly empty; at least three ounces of serum exuded from beneath 
the arachnoid; this membrane upon its upper surface semi-opaque, and elevated 
by the effused serum; arachnoid not adherent, cloudy, not granulated, quite pale; 
convolutions distinct, pale, firm; consistence of upper part of cerebrum even 
greater than usual; both substances extremely pale, with a faint, yellowish 
tinge; cortical substance projecting above the level of the, medullary, and rather 
disproportionately firm; cerebral substance, in general, extremely firm. One or 
two drachms of serum in the ventricles. Plexus Choroides moderately injected. 
Thalami and corpora striata firm and normal. 

Base of brain offered about two ounces of serum; appearance of this part 
remarkably healthy, with barely average injection. The membranes are scarcely 
injected or opaque; substance of brain and cerebullum pale and firm. 

Thorax. —On right side some adhesions are found posteriorly, with effusion 
into pleura of half a pint of reddish serum. The right lung at its summit pre¬ 
sents an irregular puckered depression, which is firm and opaque; upon cutting 
into it, there is found a substance for the most part of a dirty grayish colour, 
nearly cartilaginous in consistence, with some grains of a calcareous matter in 
it, evidently the cicatrix of an old tubercular cavity of small size. From”the 
back part of this depression there extends another one, which is more irregular, 
Tunning round the lung, and connected with similar deposit. Upon stretching 
and pulling the lung slightly, cellular tissue maybe discovered passing through 
this hardened mass, and apparently constituting it. Several large vessels may 
be seen passing around the above cellular substance; one or two slighter depres¬ 
sions of the same kind are found in the adjacent parts of the lung. The sub¬ 
stance of the lung generally is gorged with serum, crepitous, and contains air; 
the vessels are more or less enlarged; the pleura of the upper third of the lung 
is more or less opaque, giving to the whole of this portion of the lung a peculiar 
wrinkled aspect, less marked, however, than at the summit. The mucous 
membrane of the bronchial tubes, opaque, jaundiced, but not reddened. 

Left Lung. —Nearly as much serum in the pleural cavity of this side as in the 
right one, of same character; the lung free from adhesions; its lower lobe more 
engorged with blood than the right, but containing less serum; still crepitous 
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throughout; upper lohe in its lower three-fourths paler than natural; some 
emphysema along its anterior margin; tissue engorged with bloody serum; con¬ 
taining air; its upper one-fourth hardened and puckered, but less so than on the 
right side; whole tissue somewhat solid and condensed. Several masses of 
cellular substance of the same colour as those in the right lung are found in it, 
two of which are particularly well defined, and present an irregular central nu¬ 
cleus, one-eighth of an inch in diameter, from which run radii, of firm cellular 
substance; appearances still more characteristic of cicatrization. No recent 
tubercular granulations, nor any trace of recent tubercular deposition are any 
where discoverable. 

Heart .—The pericardium contains about two ounces of bloody serum; the sur¬ 
face of heart is remarkably free from opacity; no adhesion of pericardium, except 
slightly at the vessels; left ventricle soft, slightly jaundiced; a little thickening 
about the mitral valve. Semi-lunar valves flexible, but a little cartilaginous at 
their base, not, however, sufficiently to interefere with their action. Some carti¬ 
laginous deposit beneath the inner membrane of the aorta immediately above 
the valves. Right ventricle of the same colour with the left; stained somewhat 
yellowish; valves flexible. 

Abdomen .—The peritoneum contains more than a quart of reddish-yellow 
serum. The liver is extremely irregular in outward appearance; its surface is 
completely studded with irregularly rounded elevations. Some of these are 
about the size of grains of rice, others two or three times as large. The left 
lobe is shrunken to half its size; the right a little less than usual. The tissue 
of the liver is extremely heavy and condensed. The tuberosities of its substance 
are more marked in the left than in the right lobe, and vary in size from a pin’s 
head to a hazel-nut. The colour is a light fawn—cellular substance much atro¬ 
phied. The seat of the morbid deposit is evidently in the acini, which vary 
extremely in size. The blood in the vessels of the liver is thin and watery. 
The left lobe, when incised, is paler than the right one, and the extreme carti¬ 
laginous firmness is even better marked in it. The granulations of the substance 
are also much more distinct and numerous in the left lobe. The liver is not 
fatty, but on the whole presents a remarkable specimen of that peculiar change 
in its structure termed cyrrhosis. The bile is thin and greenish; in the gall 
bladder are found six dark green mulberry calculi, about the size of peas—the 
lining membrane of this part is thin and pale. 

Spleen .—Rather firmer than natural; six inches by four. 

Stomach .—Of a greenish and reddish colour at its great cul-de-sac, evidently 
from commencing decomposition; it contains a little thin mucus; its cardiac 
extremity is of a deep red colour, chiefly from imbibition; its lining membrane 
has been finely injected—not softened; rest of its surface marbelled with red 
and green, mamellated and slightly thickened. {Note .—The commencing state 
of decomposition of the stomach makes these leisions rather doubtful, but evi¬ 
dently this organ has been the seat of chronic inflammation and thickening.) 

Kidneys .—Left one very large, with great abundance of fat about it; upon 
removing it, we opened into a sac which was filled with purulent liquid; the 
sac containing the pus occupies half the anterior, and the whole posterior of the 
kidney, except at its summit—it is formed by the proper membrane of the kid¬ 
ney, which is detached from it, and in this way constitutes the abscess. The 
posterior part of the kidney presents, near its inferior extremity, an adheision an 
inch and a half in diameter, rounded, the membrane adjoining it is evidently a 
purulent membrane, which here and there has small, rounded ulcerations in it. 

The yellow spots, observable on its surface, connected with the membrane of 
the kidney, and forming the points of adhesion to it, constitute the exterior of 
the masses of purulent infiltration into the cortical substance of the kidney. 
The cellular substance of the kidney remains, but no trace is to be found of the 
true renal structure; near, and above this, is another purulent infiltration of 
irregular size, of which there are several throughout the cortical portion, consti¬ 
tuting, in fact, small abscesses, the largest of which will contain an almond. 
About one-fourth of the kidney retains, in part, its normal appearance, but is 
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filled with the yellow granulations of the acini, which are evidently those of 
Bright’s disease. The exterior of this portion of the kidney presents a yellowish 
chagrined appearance from the projection of the same granulations. The whole 
of the kidney is enlarged about one-third, lobulated; the ground work of it is of 
a more livid colour than usual, and soft. 

Right Kidney about of natural size; investing membrane adheres closely to it; 
on separating it, the same yellow points, mentioned before, were observed, some 
of which are from one-half to three-quarters of an inch broad, prominent, soft, 
and, on penetrating them, they are found to be filled with pus of perfectly 
healthy appearance. The substance of the kidney, generally, is of a deep red 
colour, dotted with darker brownish points; at the posterior and inferior part, on 
detaching the membrane, we open into an abscess containing about two ounces 
of perfectly creamy, laudable pus, which is contained in a similar infiltrated 
mass, formed by the cellular substance, here and there thrown into poches, (very 
similar to forming abscesses in the lungs,) which do not seem to communicate 
with the calices of either kidney. The rest of the kidney, in its cortical sub¬ 
stance, is filled with minute granulations; less marked, however, than in the 
left one; the cortical substance is soft, reddish, and evidently inflamed. 

Bladder very nearly natural; slight roughness of its lining membrane, at its 
inferior portion, like grains of sand on it. 

Pancreas contains more blood than usual; harder; ecehymosed throughout; 
lobules firmer than usual, harder. 

Prostrate gland not enlarged, its texture changed internally in about one-half 
of .it, to an almost cartilaginous firmness, of a yellowsh tinge, not grating under 
the knife; upon squeezing it, a purulent fluid is poured out, apparently the secre¬ 
tion of the glands; upon cutting into it, the same fluid is seen in small points 
through it. 

Large intestines opened in several places; contain yellow fteces; mucous mem¬ 
brane of a slate colour; no ulceration found at any point observed. 

Small intestines of same appearance, apparently perfectly healthy.— Med. Exam. 

Tributes of Respect to the late Dr. Parrish. —At a special meeting of the Mana¬ 
gers of Wills Hospital, held on the 18th instant, the Secretary having announced 
to the Board that a dispensation of Divine Providence had removed from among 
them their late respected fellow citizen and beloved associate, DR. JOSEPH 
PARRISH, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved , That this Board have received with deep emotion, the painful intelli¬ 
gence of the demise of their much esteemed and lamented fellow member, Dr. 
Joseph Parrish. 

Resolved , That being fully sensible of the worth of their deceased colleague, 
and of the valuable services he has rendered to this institution since its first 
organisation—during the whole of which period he has been called upon to pre¬ 
side over the deliberations of this Board—we do now direct to be recorded upon 
the minutes this expression of the high esteem in which his surviving associates 
have ever held the virtues, talents, and public usefulness of the deceased, and 
the deep regret they experience for his loss, as a valuable member of this Board, 
an enlightened Philanthropist, a distinguished Physician, and a sincere and con¬ 
sistent Christian. 

Resolved , That we deeply sympathise with the family and relatives of the 
lamented deceased in their severe affliction: and that the Secretary of this Board 
be requested to transmit to them a copy of these resolutions, with a letter express¬ 
ing, on behalf of his colleagues, their sincere condolence with them, on this 
their melancholy bereavement. 

Resolved, That when we adjourn, it will be to meet at the late residence of 
the deceased, at the hour appointed for his funeral, and that we attend the same 
in a body. FREDERICK ERRINGER, President,pro tcm. 

M. C. Shaulcross, Secretary. 

At a special meeting of the Philadelphia Medical Society, held on the 19th 



